In Japan, Tokyama (18) applied calcium cyanamide as a fertilizer to some of the ricefields in an area where Weil's disease was very common. As a result of this treatment, the number of cases of Weil's disease was markedly reduced. In the United States, Molner and co-workers (19) studied a poultry-dressing establishment in which 18 cases of Weil's disease lhad occurred. The premises were heavily infested with rats, and the worktables were incompletely cleansed of blood and offal at night.
L. icterohemorrhagiae was isolated by washing the tables with-saline in the morning and injecting this fluid into guinea pigs. When the tables were swabbed with diluted hydrochloric acid in the evening, similar inoculations failed to infect guinea pigs.
Laboratory Animals
Laboratory animals may also serve as a large reservoir of leptospires. L. ballum has commonly been found among laboratory white mice (20) , L. icterohemorrhagiae among laboratory rats (21) , and natural infection with this serotype has occurred among guinea pigs (22) . In Europe, L. grippotypho8a has been isolated from naturally infected hamsters (23). Stoenner (24) 
